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Butler's kickoff return sparks Oxon Hill past Northwestern
Clippers' senior records second kickoff return for TD in as many games

by Zachary Ward | Special to The Gazette

Oxon Hill High School's Tyree Butler demonstrated
that his 89-yard kickoff return for a touchdown a
week ago against DuVal was no fluke.

The senior opened the second half of Saturday's
game against Northwestern by returning the kickoff
62 yards for a touchdown that would prove to be
decisive. After losing 27-26 to DuVal in their season
opener, the Clippers evened their record at 1-1 with
a 14-7 win against the Wildcats on Saturday at
Northwestern High.

"I can't do it by myself, I got a great kickoff return
team," Butler said of the kickoff returns, which are
the first two returns for touchdowns in his high
school career.

Oxon Hill coach Robert Green was also quick to praise the entire return team.

"That's two in two weeks, and they make us a lot better," Green said. "I look at special teams as
offensive opportunities, and they are really understanding it and doing very well."

The Butler touchdown return gave Oxon Hill a sense of control over the game, which eluded them
early on, despite outplaying the Wildcats for much of the first half.

The only scoring in the first half came off an impressive 98-yard drive conducted by Oxon Hill,
which put the Clippers ahead 7-0 with 4 minutes, 6 seconds remaining in the first quarter. The
highlight of the drive came on a short dump-off pass that Robert Mercer turned into a 57-yard gain.
Devonte Pickett finished off the possession with a 1-yard touchdown run.

Northwestern was fortunate to be trailing by just one touchdown at halftime, as Oxon Hill at the ball
on the Clippers' 6-yard line when time expired in the second quarter.

But no sooner had the second half begun than the Wildcats handed Oxon Hill a gift-wrapped 14-point
cushion on Butler's kickoff return.

"I was extremely disappointed in my kickoff team," said Northwestern coach Bryan Pierre, whose
team dropped to 0-2. "It was just horrible for us to start that way in the second half."

Although the game remained fairly close, there was never a sense of panic on the Oxon Hill sideline
during the second half. After taking the 14-0 lead, the Clippers worked the clock with a heavy dose of
rushing and very little passing.

Northwestern made things interesting late in the fourth quarter. Running back Quamy Sparman
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capped a 97-yard drive with a 4-yard touchdown run with 1:29 remaining in the game. The Wildcats
attempted an onside kick, but Oxon Hill recovered the ball to seal the victory.

Green was pleased with the way his team responded after losing a nail-biter to DuVal last week.

"They came back after a tough loss and re-energized themselves and came out and played football,"
Green said. "That's a sign that we're looking for in terms of growing up."

Oxon Hill 14, Northwestern 7

Oxon Hill (1-1) 7 0 7 0 -- 14

Northwestern (0-2) 0 0 0 7 -- 7

O - Pickett 1 run (Butler kick)

O - Butler 62 kick return (Butler kick)

N - Sparman 4 run (kick)

RUSHING LEADERS - O: Pickett 19-63, Proctor 2-12, Mercer 4-12, Green 4-11. N: Hayden 7-51,
Hansford 10-44, Victor 9-40, Cruickshank 5-14, Sparman 1-4, Sawyer 1-4, Amenyedor 1-3, Nance
3-0.

PASSING LEADERS - O: Green 5-13-0-147. N: Hansford 2-7-0-49, Nance 0-1-0-0.

RECEIVING LEADERS - O: Mercer 2-67, Wallace 2-44, Butler 1-36. N: Cruickshank 1-25, Hayes
1-24.
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